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Grade 7
Learning Activity

Sex in Advertising

Learning Outcome

W-7.12 Identify the effects of social influences on sexuality and gender roles and equity;
e.g., media, culture.
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When sexuality is used in advertising, certain values and attitudes
towards sexuality and sexual activity may be used to sell the products.

In this activity, you’ll choose an advertisement to analyze and ask
yourself “what underlying message is being used in this ad?”.

Step 1: Choose an advertisement to analyze

You can find print advertisements in magazines or online
advertisements on webpages or social media sites.

Step 2: Ask Yourself These Questions

1. What product or service is the ad selling?

2. Whois the target audience for this ad? (include age
range, culture, gender, race)

3. What can the product or service actually do vs. what
does it promise to do?

4. What underlying message or value is being sold by the
ad? Is it obvious or hidden?

5. Do you agree/disagree with this message?

6. What do people in the ad look like? Do they represent
the general population?

7. What message does the ad give about sexuality?

8. Is this a positive or negative message about sexuality?
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Step 3: Present your advertisement to the class and share
your thoughts about the underlying messages in the ad

Use this space to write or draw something that you learned
from your conversation.
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This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-Share Alike
4.0 International license. To view a copy of this license, see
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/. You are free to copy, distribute and
adapt the work for non-commercial purposes, as long as you attribute the work to Primary
Care Alberta and abide by the other license terms. If you alter, transform, or build upon this
work, you may distribute the resulting work only under the same, similar, or compatible
license. The license does not apply to Primary Care Alberta trademarks, logos or content for
which Primary Care Alberta is not the copyright owner.
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This material is intended for general information only and is provided on an "as is", "where
is" basis. Although reasonable efforts were made to confirm the accuracy of the
information, Primary Care Alberta does not make any representation or warranty, express,
implied or statutory, as to the accuracy, reliability, completeness, applicability or fitness for
a particular purpose of such information. This material is not a substitute for the advice of a
qualified health professional. Primary Care Alberta expressly disclaims all liability for the
use of these materials, and for any claims, actions, demands or suits arising from such use.
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